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Currently I am working as head of environmental protection and urban agriculture office of Jimma city in Ethiopia. Jimma city is 350 km. far from capital city of the country (Addis Ababa).

Also, I am a student of Msc. in Horticulture (vegetable crop production) in Jimma University College of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine (JUCAVM)    

My thesis research is also deals with the UA activities (specifically tomato production) 

 at Jimma area.

 Jimma city is one of the big cities found in the country and, more than 200,000 people are living in the town. It is the place from where Coffee Arabica is originated 
I have been working in agricultural organization for many years as assistance veterinarian, artificial inseminator, expert, team leader and office head in rural and urban areas

From my experience and educational outlook I interested to develop the presence potential of UA in Ethiopia on three cities starting from Jimma city for the first phase. 

Urban Agriculture (UA) has become a contemporary issue, gaining prominence especially in developing economies, because it has been discovered to be a viable poverty intervention strategy for the urban poor. 

The presence and potentials of UA in Ethiopia especially in the big cities is not in doubt. Evidence from UA office report in Jimma cities verified the fact that UA is thriving and sustaining a large population of unemployed and employed people in Jimma and it is same for other cities in Ethiopia.

However, for a long period of time policy makers and government have deliberately neglected this veritable sector and has failed to acknowledge it and channel attention to it. 

But, currently the positive contributions of UA initiated them re-designing to incorporate the production of horticultural and cereal crops, livestock, fodder and even building materials in the cities master plan   
Even though,  in cities there  was  no economic research undertaken at general or specific market-oriented production including its agro-practices  and supplemental food self consumption afforded by UA to households, which can help to better understand the economic and social performance of UA and its comparative advantages over other supply sources, both at the producer and consumer level. 
Unfortunately there is very little or no information on the farming practiced and contribution of this sector to poverty reduction and food security in the urban and peri-urban areas in the country.
Having these concepts in mind I will try to assess all important point that can be used to highlight the potential, constraints and prospects of UA in Ethiopia (jimma)

The major objective of this assessment is 

Improving the benefit of urban farmers and the city’s population.  (IBUFACP)
. The specific objectives are 

1. To highlight the UA potentials and constraints to its development so as to capitalize on the potentials and integrate it into the city system in a more viable and sustainable way. 

2. To undertake participatory evaluation of crop management innovations; 

local knowledge of urban agro-ecologies and strengthen producer capacity for social organization for improved marketing and other objectives

3 .Determine the gender specific constraints in urban and peri-urban agriculture; and 

devise strategies for efficient peri-urban farming and transfer of the knowledge gained in Jimma to other urban areas in Ethiopia.
4. Produce a preliminary list of current farming activities in the urban and peri-urban areas of   Jimma city and assess the current levels of utilization of the produce; 

5.  Explore the socio-cultural aspects of urban farming such as extent of poverty, food security and gender differentiation; 

6. To ensure the development of a production system that results in the production of healthy fruits and vegetables and use of biodegradable chemicals to minimize air, water and soil pollution.
7.  To form city networks in international agencies, as well as NGO s to acquire fund and share experiences and training opportunities for the sustainable services 
The study will be contact to the Municipality, Universities, UA office, Agricultural and Rural Development office, the Ministries of water and Health, Social Services, Environment and Tourism, input supply enterprises, government and private banks, Gender issue organizations and other related institutions. 
The research will have a detailed desk study prior to the field study which will be collected data in Jimma city using a detailed questionnaire

A total of 325 respondents from male and female will be interviewed. The information will be collected include household demographic data, socio-economic and migratory characteristics, urban agriculture practices and the scale of the activities, the characterization of the agricultural production system at the farm level, data related to land use practices, crop, and livestock management practices
How much of the harvest was sold in the previous year and this will be converted into a financial figure, household incomes and expenditures and other important points. 
The collected data will be analysed using SAS statistical package.
The data will be collected by a total of six enumerators, one coordinator and one supervisors working with the three consultants (one from JUCAVM, one from municipality (city administration) and one from donor organization) 
Work plan.   Will be started as soon as the fund realized by the donors. 

Study areas.  For the 1st phase Jimma city 

Study period. Maximum five months 

For the 2nd phase  Alem-gena and Burayou  cities which is 20km. and 25km. far from Addis Ababa  respectively .

Budget needed for the 1st phase assessment will be

Personnel cost 

	personnel
	No
	Location
	Duration (5months)
	Payment

Rate/day
	Total in(dollar)

	Consultants 
	3
	jimma
	-------
	-----
	1800 for all at once 

	coordinator
	1
	“
	150 days
	50
	7500

	Supervisor 
	1
	“
	150days
	30
	4500

	Enumerators 
	6
	“
	150days
	15
	2250

	Sub-total
	
	
	
	
	16,050


Stationary cost 

	Item
	   Unit
	Quantity
	Unit price in dollar
	Total cost in dollar

	Re-writable CD 
	No.
	10
	2
	20

	Flash Disc
	No.
	10
	42
	420

	Computer paper 
	Pack
	5
	10
	50

	Laser jet cartridge 
	No.
	1
	100
	100

	Lap top computer 
	No
	2
	1250
	2500

	Digital photo camera
	No
	1
	1200
	1200

	Sub total
	
	
	
	4290

	
	
	
	
	


Miscellaneous Expenses 

	No.
	Item or service required
	Price in dollar

	1
	Film processing and development
	200

	2
	Communication and photocopy services
	2000

	3
	For training and orientation program 
	2260

	4
	Final work  writing  and binding
	200

	
	Sub total
	4660


.   Cost summary  

	No.
	Description
	Sub-Total expense

	1
	Stationery
	4290

	2
	Personnel cost 


	16,050

	3
	Miscellaneous Expenses 


	4660

	
	Total cost 
	25,000


Note. Personnel expense indicated per day are including all transport cost and perdiem during the data collection   
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