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Introduction:  
Urban Agriculture 

In Korea 



1950s 
Korean War/   

Divided Nations 

 

Least Developed  

Country/ 

60$ GDP per Capitia 

 

No Vision! 

No Hope!   

 

 

Last 50 Years in Korea 



2010s Seoul Metro Map 

 

Last 50 Years in Korea 



50 millions in Population 

11th in Economic Growth 

24,000$ in GDP  
(400 times to 1950s) 

 

2013 KOREA      



2013 KOREA      

 Behind Fast Compressed Economic Growth and 
 Industrialization 
 

 Urbanization: 91.1% in lands & population 

 Population Gravitation: 50% to capital region (CR) 

 Apartment Residence: 71%, especially 80.5% in CR 

 Aging Society: 11.3%, 65 years or older    



2013 KOREA      

Shortage of Green Space in Urbanized Area   
 

 Insufficient/Imbalanced Green Space as Public Service  

   (Public Green Space of 4-5m2 per person)  

 No Plots for Home Gardening in Apartment Life 



Social Issues 

*Source: The Korea Herald, May 13th 2013. 



Social Issues 

*Source: The Korea Herald, May 13th 2013. 



Social Issues 



 Current Address of Korea, 2013 
 

 Life Satisfaction (26/36) 

 Work-Life Balance (33/36) 

 Job Stress (32/36) 

 Community (34/36) 

 Environment (32/36) 

 Life Expectation (16/36) 

*Source: OECD Reports, 2013. 

Social Issues 
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Climate Change and   
              Food Safety & Security 

*Source: Seoul Newspaper, Nov. 2010. 



Various home gardens using Vacant Space in City (2011) 
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Container Garden on Rooftop for Local Community (2010) 
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Small Kitchen Garden in Apartment Corridor (2012) 
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Rooftop Container Garden of Apartment for Local 
Community (2012) 



City Farming and Community Gardens (2012) 



National Vision:  
Urban Agriculture  

in Korea 
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Garden Area: 104 (2010)  558 ha (2012), 4.4 times  

City Farmers: 0.15 (2010)  0.77 millions (2012, 1.5%)  

Garden Number: 4,093 (2011)  12,662 sites (2012) 

Recent Data on Urban Agriculture in Korea  

Garden Type: Home garden (13%) 
                   Weekend farms (65.7%) 
                   UA Park and Farm gardens (7.3%) 
                   Indoor (Rooftop & veranda) garden (1.3%) 
                   School garden (13.1%)                   



 UA Law Establishment (2011.5) 
 
- To Nationally Support Urban Agriculture Development 
 

 41 local Governments  

    set up their Own Ordinances 
 

  *Seoul, Suwon, Pusan, Daegu, 
   Kwangju, Hwasung, Yongin,  
   Daejeon, Jinju, Kwangju, Osan, 
   Goyang, Paju, Cheonan,   
   etc.    

National Law of Urban Agriculture   



21 

National Law of Urban Agriculture 

The Issue 11096  

 Article 1 (Purpose) 

  To contribute the better eco-friendly environment and life quality to citizens 

through the services of land share, education, training, networking, local food  

safety, and well-understanding on agriculture and nature, pointing to balanced 

development in urban & rural community  

 

 Article 2 (Definition) 

  Non-commercial activities of cultivating, planting, gardening, or sharing for  

horticultural crops or plants in urban area, including in- and out-door plots, ex. 

rooftop and veranda, small scale, vacant & leftover space, etc. 



National Vision of Urban Agriculture 

 Vision   
 
- Better Life: Quality & Satisfaction Improvement 

 Short-term Goals (2012 to 2017) 
 

- Garden Area: 558  1,500 ha (3 times) 

- City Farmers: 0.77  2 millions (3 times) 

- Expert: 100  1,000 experts (10 times) 



 5 Strategies  
 
- Improve the Related legislation and guidelines 
- Expand Green Space for Gardening (school, park, etc.)  
- Strengthen Research & Development   
- Nurture UA Experts  
- Promote Public Awareness 

 Implementation Tools  
 
- Partnership 
- Role Share   
- Governance 

National Vision of Urban Agriculture 



National Support Activities 1  

Education and Training Tools (2008-2013) 
 

http://203.241.55.171/upload/2011/2011042910303222/REM0094547.html


      



National Support Activities 2  

 Social-Gardening Program Development   
 
- Young, Youth, Adults, and Senior Generations 
- Horticultural Therapy for Hospitals, Prisons, and  
  Social Welfare Places, etc.    
 



National Support Activities 3  

 Public Awareness and Governance  





Safe Food 

Environment 

Natural Life 

Style  

Education Community 

Urban Design 

Food Security 

Thematic Parks 
(Space) 

School Garden 
(Education) 

Community 
Garden 

Roof Garden 
Indoor Garden 

Comprehensive Study on Values of Urban Agriculture    

National Support Framework  

Urban 
Agriculture 



1) 

Infra-Structure 

Support 

- Regulation 

- Experts 

- Support budget, etc.  

2) 

Education and 

Public Awareness 

• Pilot Program Support 

• Private Sector Participation 

• Classification as Generation, etc. 

 

3)  

R&D and 

Governance  

• Policy Making  by Committee 

• Easy Access to Information 

• Fair, Festivals, Exhibitions  

• On- and Off-Line network, etc.  

Value Expansion of Urban Agriculture    

National Support Framework  
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Local Community Recovery and Better Life 

National Role For Future 



Thank you very much! 
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